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Kohelet (Ecclesiastes)
English version by Len Fellman
sung in English & in Hebrew to the Megillot trope melodies of Portnoy & Wolff *The Art of Torah Cantillation’,
using the translations of
H.L.Ginsberg, Stone Ed. Tanach, Jerusalem Bible, New King James Bible, and the JPS Tanach (both 1917 & 1999)
Latest version May 2, 2021
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i Chapter 1

H E 1.1. The words of Kohelet son of Davrd who was krng in J erlllsalem

H E2 “Emptmess upon emptlnessf thus spoke Kohelet “Vapor of vapors;—all is in vain.’
— — |

H E 3 What profit [is there to a person\] [in all his labors] wherein he labors \beneath the sun?

H

E4A generatron goes and a generatron comes But the eJarth forever abideth.

H ES5 The sun rise Jand the sun sets [Then to its place] [it rushes back] And it comes forth agarn

H E 6 [The wind goes] [toward the south] [and turns arounj] [toward the nortl;]

Round |and round goes the wmd and in its ¢ Jrclmg there turns back the wrlnd

H E7 [All the r1vers] run into the sea yet the ssa is never full

[To the place] Where the rivers flow, [to that place]@nce againy they ﬂow

H E §[All such th1ngs] are wearisome. Jtisn tposs1ble for a man,[to speak them].

[No satlsfact1on] for the eye [to see them] kNot fulfilling for the ear, [to hear them]
H E 9[That which has been] 1s that [which will be] [and that which is done] 1s what [Wlll be done].
A

Nothing is new,under the sun

H E [0 [Just take] [anything at all] of which they say, “Look here,, something new is hSre.”
- Already it happened long ago,\m the ages/[before our t1me]
H E 11 They are not remembered,,[the former ones] so too the latter ones [that are yet too be]

———
[there won’t be>] for them remembrance, by those that will be [at a still later time].
I

H

E 121 am Kohelet, arEI [T was the k1n§] over Bsrael, inJ erlllsalem.

—— -
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H E 1:131 applred [all my heart] [to seek and] search out [by means of Wrsdom]

[what pertains to all]\that people dgunder hejaven
[ This was indeed| | a task [quite grievous to perform]
[
[a task that was glven] [to us by God] \{o the children of many,\to labor upon it.

H E 14]saw all the happenrngs that are done under the sun,
— — S A

and beh&ld [that all of 1{] is f)utlle,@hasmg after the W}nd.

H E |5 What is crojoked, one cannot make str';l\ight.

[Of thrngs that are lackrng], they cannot be numbered
H E 161 spoke to myself n my heart sayrng “II have 1ndeed] behéld [how I have grown rlcher]

and acqurred [more w1sdom] [than all of thos&]wvho ruled before meyin J errljl\salem,

[and my heart]@as seen a great deal @f wisdom and knowledge

H

E 17[Andsol set] my heart to know w1sdom,@nd to know madness,and folly

[I came to knowl] that this tog,is chasing after the wind.
I

H E 18 [For 1ndee&]dn much wisdomyis much grrjef.

[end of chapter melody]\He who increases knowledgeincreases sorrow.

Chapter 2
H
— — 2 11 sa1d to myself in my heart “[Let me do thrs] [ will try joy,,[and experience pleasurg].
\And I beheld that this too,was vanity.
H

I
E 2[As for laughtej] I said “It s m/a\d ” As for me)rriment “What does it accomplish?”

H E 3] sought in my heart\o cheer—with Wrnej—my b(H)\dy,
e
[to direct my heart] to gurde it with Wrsdom and to embrace folly, [until I reached the point] |
> [
[that T might] [come to understand] ‘what indeed is good for the chlldren of men/
L

’
that they should do under the heavens [in the small number] of days of their hlves.
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H E 2:4]expanded [the scope of my endeavors],
J ’ A

burldmg for myself houses, and planting for mgvmeyards

H E 51 made myself gardens and orchards ,sand planted in themyall kinds of frurt trees.

H E 6] made myselfpools of water to 1rr1gate [with them] the woods full]@f growmg trees
e

H E 71 bought male- and [female slaves]. [Home-born servants]| I had also.
e R _ _ fj\

[And I had cattle]: he/rds and ﬂ(;cks in great numbers II possessed,

-
H E 8] ggthered to mé both sli_lver and gold, {reasures of kingsj [as are found in the provinces].

[more than all of those] Wwho were before me,in J erlllsalem.

I acquired for myself both male—[and female singers],

[as well as the dehghts] of the common people ,\filling my coffers

H E 9Thusl grew, and surpassed [all the other men] who came before mejin J eru\salem

\And yet did my wisdomyyet stand by me
H E [0 Whatever [should come along] de51red by my eyes [T did not deny 1t] [to thern]

I held not back from my heart [one smgle Joy] for my heart took dehght{[m all my labors].
JIndeed this was my portion,, [from all of my endeavlers]
H E 111 then [turned my thoughts] to all the achievement$ wrought by my hands
—— and the energy I had expended in domg them, and beheld
[that it Was] [all futrle] like chasmg the wind. \There is nothing of profit,under the sun
H E 12 [Then tumed] my thoughts to considering wisdom along with midness and f(;lly

r—— | L 2 -

[For 1ndeed] [can a man do| [who comes along] after the king?

Only what has already been done

H E 13 But I percerved [that there is truly an advantage] to ersdom over frcj)\lly—
Jdike the advantage that light has,over darkness
H E 14 [The wrse man] has his eyes in his head but the fOOl’lIl darkness he wilks

But I also reahzed{hat the fate is the same, that befalls them both.
L I\ |
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H E 2:15 I said to myself [in my heart] “The fate of the fool is to me also destlned

L
[So what makes] [the wisdom I possess] for me thlen, an adva\ntage?”

And I sa1d in my heart [that this tc§)] is futlle

e
H E 16 [Because n fact] [there 1s no] remembrance [for the wise man]

_— [any more than for the fool]—for/e\ver [in that what already is]|
in the days to corne/wﬂl all be forgotten. [For 1ndeed] the wise man dies []ust like the fool]
H

e
E 17 [And thus I hated| hfe 1tse1f for grlevous to mefwas éverything that is done under the sg\n:

Jt is all futllej,\hke chas1ng the wllnd

H

B |
For I [must leave 1t] toa mjantho will come after me.

E I81 hated as well [all of my labors] in which I had t01ledjunder the Slll\n

H E 19 And who [can know] [ifa Wlse one| he will be ora fool?
— E— >

He will rule/[over all the wealth]Qn which I toiled and applied wisdom under the sin.

This too is futile.
/ |

H E 20,It came to this: thatLdespalred in my heart
- — A
regardmg all of the labor [in which I had toﬂed]@nder the sun.
H

E 21 [Soit 1s] [that a man] [who has labored] w1th wisdom and with knowledggand with sk111
[to another mar}] who has not t011ed] [for it], [leave to hzm] as his portlon

\This too is futile,,\chasing after the Wllnd.
Q :
H E 22 [For indeed], what has a mah [for all of his labor]|, and for the str}ving of his hiart

\with which he has toiled,\under the SI|1n?

H E 23 [Andin fact] [all his days] [are truly full of pain], and grievous are his tasks.
s B
Even nlghttlme gives no rest to his herjart This t(joks all futile.
- I

H E 24]Is 1t not good for a man Just to eat and to drink,

s
[and to shovsg] [to his sou&] satlsfictlon in his libors?

This toofwas seen by me [to be one of those thing&]@hat from the hand of God,is gilven.
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H E 2:25[For 1ndeed] [who is 1t]

I — /
H E 26 F(;r to a man who is good in His s1ght [God on him bestows] wisdom and shrewdnessy

[who can truly eat],or feel enjoyment, other than myself7
&

[to enjoy himself]. [But to him who goes astray] He gives the task of gathermg [and of storing up]
A ‘
[that he may give it over| [to one who is good] in the s1ght of God

[end of chapter melody]\T'his too is futile,;a pursuit of the Wlmd

Chapter 3

H E 3:1To Sverythlng there is a season, a time for every purpose;, under heaven
A

H E 2A time to be bornjand a time to d1e A time for plantmg, and a trmeior uprooting the planted.
I E— - _

4
H E 3A trme for killing and a time for healmg A time to break down ,and a time to build up.
— / -

H E 4A t1me for weeping and a t1me for laughmg A time for for mourning @nd a time for dancmg.
N ]

H E 5[A trme] [to be throw1ng] stones and a t1me to be gathermg stones.
— - > [ - A

A time to embrace and a tbme\for shunnmg embrlaces
L
r

H E 6A tlme for seeking and a time for losmg A time for keeping @nd a time for d1scardmg

I _

’
H E 7A t1me for tearmg and a time for sewmg A time for silence and a time for speakmg
—— — > I

H E § A time for lovrng and a time for hatrng A time for war,\and a time for peace
— — > [

H E 9 Now what proﬁt [has the worker] from thjatkn which he does torl‘?
I ——

H E 101 observed [the assigned task] that [has been glven] [to men by God]—Qo the sons of man,,
.

o occupy themselves v&llrth

H E 11All things did God make beautlful in their tr]r\ne And also eternity He placed in their hearts
— —
[and yet He hides from therr}] [in such a way] as to prevent [there being found by man]

[what really is the work]@emg done by Go@@rom begmnmg to end.
I
H E 12 I then reahzed] [that in truth]\nothmg is so good,for them
I
than to be _]oyful, and to do what is good,in their hfetrme
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'lmm 5DN’W DIND" '73 onara HOE 3113 And also each person Who eats and drrnks\should see the good,in all his labor—

TT T |
L ____ & | —

D"l'7N npn 1509 z733 250 IR (that a gift from God,[truly it 1s|].

e Q
'IIZJD’ WJN 53 ’D vmrr’ TR g g 14 [And I realized| [that whatever has occurred |—|that wh1ch] has been done by God

PR M D‘?ty'v RN D’15N1 ——
thrs will endure foréver. To it nothrng can be added [and from it /] [nothing taken]away.
uvw‘mm xm'v PR 1 q’on’v . L

God has ddne it [that they be in awe] [before Him
YD 10 173950 W by [that theylbein aws | !
=) m‘vn‘? TWRININ1) O HOE 15 That which is has already béen. J’hat which shall be already happened

TIDY 10 :TUTNR YR IORM [And yet does God] care for the persecuted
LAYRD DR WRWD NND IR v E 166And more did I n0t1cejunder the sp\n

NRY PIY Dipm YO npy =

vy mEs L héart, “Both the righ he wicked will
. ywap'nm 17”!¥U'n§ o 17 Then sa1dIrn my heart, “Both the righteous ‘and the witked will be Judged by God

In the place of Justrce [there is found] wrckednessLIn the place of righteousness,there is found e|V1l
[

?73_71 PDﬁ"?D’? np=3 D"I'L,'N‘l [He has set a tlme_] /for every purpose [and for all that takes placs] on the earth ”?
’JN Rk oY DW 'IWSJD'I l')D H E [8 And again I said in my heart as concerns the children of man, [that they are tested] by God,
LN | [ A
5735 DTN‘I 33 n-l:l-l"?u ’353 [so that it may be seen] Qhat they can as beasts, behalwe.
Q

AR NRNATDRY mm‘m Dﬁ%ﬁ H E 19 [For as it concerns]| ‘the fate of the sons of man‘and the fate [of the beasts]
DTN TP 72 0 D)

D17 T MPI N3N NP

222 T8 M AE nin 12 Ny nind
"3 péz :—WQU?U']D oIRD mlgifati It all is but Van1ty

Dipn OR 72N 5902520 %0n w E 20 They all goyto the same place They all come frorn dust and they all Jeturn to the dust

Y '7:3ﬂ1 753] AN {AREMY a0 TR H E 21 And [who can know] [the spirit] of the sons of man Whether it r1sesjupwards
33 MU D KD EPION —— »

M AouRY 8o MRvn DIRG (o ‘.
CoTaT . : H E
Pms:? ﬂUpz7 R D70 A7 e e 22 [Andsol percerved] that [there is nothrng] better than that man rejoices in his endeavors,

[there is a s1ngle] fate [ for both of thern] As d&es the one/ 50 d1es [the other one]

Lhe same life- breath have they bHo\th The super16r1ty of man over the beast is false

-
or the spirit of the beast, Whether it descends \down into the earth?

nRRY WK 110 PR 2 TRT) 20 for thlS is his pr(‘)\rtlon
sk 1P5ﬂ NIOTD YU OTRD And who [can bring him] to see [end of chapter melody] [What will happen] after his tlme‘?
<* J4° LI L M T H 4 TT T J

IR Y 1R3 NIk k)
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Chapter 4
hmm URTMAVIRT B E 4] Further [T went on] to consider [all the oppressron]\that goes onJunder the sun:
. . H . - - — {
WL wR D"?%’g 'j '7? Ny = [Take for example |the tears [of the oppressed] [and no one there] for them [to offer comfort]
npnT | M wawn nnn - v
N T VTN In the hand of the1r oppressors is the power, but there is for them,no protector
1 DMIn DY PR DRYLY
:oman Dﬂ5 PR na DTI’PW&IJ _H _E 2 [Therefore I pralsed] [I thought them more well- off]—the dead [who are already] gone
722V 0'NRNTIR IR NaY) 2 than the llvrng, [they who are the one&] that must lrvejyet longer
sl nialoly Rl ovnInTIn P H E 3 [Better off] than both@re those as yeynot yet ahve
N8 DPawn 301 Ty T T
PRYRY IR M N TIHTIYR

T

[who have not] seen the acts of eV1l that are commltte@@nder the 51|1n

i . : i H E 4AndIcame to see [all of the hard Work] [as well as(] all excellence in work [that the source of 1t]
AP AWK V70 YRR —— -
o5 8o &11 1 :wnwn nnp Jds the rivalry of man, with his nelghbor This too is vanity,\and pursuit of W[ll’ld

r
]1'1'(0'3':73 nRY SAY-Ha- NN H E 5 The fool just folds his hands and consumes his own ﬂesh

. I —— I—
WIRTIRIP R nwpnn H o E 6 [Better to be sure] to fill one’s hand,with quflj\etness
——— —

M MY :73{7 ar-o3 390 [than to ﬁll] [both of one’s hands] with labor@nd vexation of spirit.

L}‘:m 1"!'"1'1NPJ:II'I5’DDH d u E 7 [And I contmued] [thus to contemplatL observing all the Vamty under the sun.

nnlag Nt?D 270 1 WATNN m— I
SN T H E 8 Cons1der [someone living alone] ‘who has no company

T DT DRY D290 N9

nnn 173? ANINT N mgm 1 Nelther [has he a sor%] nor a brother [does he have] [But there is no] end to his t01l
12 03 3W PRITNR W N wnwn [Nor are his eyes] ever sat1sf1ed with rrljches
137191]-:7217 ) (K> ﬁ']’?ﬁ nRY [For Whom—he might ask | —am I [working so hard] and denylng to myself what is goodr’

Wb yapn-KY 11y irp oy
i y- 15A Y mnb:
walrnk 7enm 5@9 R Dt’l H E 9 Better off are two,[than one who works alon;cj\],

71 V7 12301 9371 71703 100 e e o |
WK TIRAT 03w 0730 © [because they can be sure] [that they will recervg]@ good reward, for their labor.

:05Apa v o oAby B E 10 [Forif] [they should fall], the one [can lift up] his compinion.
[T C T T 9T - L . —

& . * / . . .
0P TINXRD ﬁ'?ﬂ?'DR ol [But alas for him] [who does] [fall down],\and there is no one else, [to help him up].
N1 5197],” TR 127’93] NANTOR w  E 11 [And another thing]\if two sleep together[it is warn&] for them,
TI2VTOR D) R0 P Y —— . &
:om? TR TNND 07 DM 01w

[This too] [is but Vamt{ @ sorry busmes s)it 1s

[but one alons]—@ow will he be warmed?’
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4
H E 4:12 [One might overpower| [a s1ngle man] [but two together] [will stand up] [to him].
. — [ A

A cord [made of three-ply thread] is not readlly broken

H E [3|Betterisa youth]~@ lad who is poor, but wise than a k1ng who is old but foohsh
] A

[who in truth does not] know how to heed warnings,any l(l)nger.

H E 14The former from a pr1sor5emerged as the krng,
— —
[although it be the truth] that in his own k1ngd0 m e was born as a pauper

H E [5]I perceive though] that all of the l1V1ng, [all those who walk] under the su\n

[that they sided] with the youth—[the second one] the one who w1ll stan@m his place.
>
H E 16 There is no end [to the number of people] [all to Whom] [he stood as krng] [before them]
—— —

Jet they that come after, w1ll not accla\1m him. This is Vamty, chasing after the wlmd.

-
H E 17 Guard [carefully your steps] [when you would] walk to the house of God
[Better draw near| and hearken, than be like the foolsjw1th their 2ffer1ngs
[

[end of chapter melody] [t 1s not known to them, that they are doing lev1l.

Chapter 5
H E 5:1 Do not be rash with your mouth [and let not your heart] [act hastrly]\o utter a word,
—— in the presence of Gg\d, ]
since [God is i1>1] heavenfand you are on earth. [And therefore]det your words,be felw.
_H _E 2 [In a like manne{] \as comes a dream, due to much actr\wty,
\so does talk that is foolishycome from much speakrng
H E 3 [When it happens] “that you should make a VOW\—[YOH make a vow to God]
- [do not delay] [to carry it out] [for 1ndee&]@od takes no pleasure;in fojols.
\Whatever you have vowed, ,[carry it out].

H E 4[Itis better] [not to makeL] a VB\W, [than to make a VO\Z]@.Ild fail to fulflrll it.
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N’pl’ﬁ '[’D'DN [;31?1"78 O H E 5:5[Do not let] your mouth bring gullt on your ﬂesh
: ) o : . - I 14
T[tg:?@f' ’:]DL" IRRA 17’3] TIWATIR [and do not declare] before God’s messenger that in error, 1, you spoke
ErrioR Ak Ny XD MY 02

_ 35 [Why 1ndeed] [should you anger] God by your talk and destroy the work of your hands
T MpnTRR 53m TR oy

H E 6 [Forit 1s] [that in the multltude] of dream there is Vamty, [as too in a surfeit]| of talk

03T 093M NIN90 29372 1 e e A
R D’H5ND'I'IN '3 N30 Rather hold Goqualwe
’p"r"g} (o)a)5a) ’77)11 w"f pwyvorr H E 7lfthe oppressmn [of the poor] or Vlolatron of'j JuSthG and rlghteousness you should see in the state
HQI]B"?Z:& nj"l@:} aRkan i [do not be surprlsed] at the matter.
WDW hh} 5,’0 A ﬂfl:t AL DU'L/’-"_J F or [one high 0f801al] gver [al\lother ofﬁmal] is watchmg, [and higher ofﬁc1als] [watch over him].

593 PR 11907 0 09w ONan
§ T [@LRI SRR T A B The profit from the lan@rs for all to receiveaEven the kingto the land is mdebted
20K © 7393 ATV T2 R 871 e e i

anR-D1 903 YA Y ‘]QD . 9A ldver of money is not satrsﬁed with money,mor the lover of wealthywith hlS glcome

15217 MrrD3 NRIAn N9 1inna This top is vanity. )
D’??l& 127 Tl:;ll'@fl l'llﬂj:;l > H E 10 With the increase of his goods, [they increas)e] who consyme them.
MRT"OR "3 ‘-"537 35 v What advantage has its owner except\o see them with his eyes.

ot j ey LRIt )
7337:! nw anD REPPHITRT g 11 Sweet is the sleep of the laborer whether he has little or much to eat,
Pawm HaN’ NI777DR] VYN DR m—— ~
uw*‘v 9 a0 1R W*wu'v
nnp R 751ﬂ v H E ]2 [There is| an evil quite dlsgustrng that I have seen under the sg\n
[

- 1'\,’015 1473_73‘7 MY WD WDKP'I [namely that of rrches] that are kept by their owner, [to his own detrlmenlt].
PV RIND WYITANIY H E 13 [When they are logt}—these riches/—through a venture ill-conceived,
: : o — - A
TSN 13 PR3 T

DI AR 10aN RY WK T
3o ST S H E 14 [Just as] he came from the womb of his mother naked\shall he return, going out,[as he came in].
NIRNI RIWD N259 217 e 2> A

but the abundance/[of the rich man] [does not in the least] ermit himto sleep

he may bear a son@ut in his hand he has nothing

4773 '[17"10' i‘&nu: R N5 Nothing shall he take from his labor [that he may carry awaJ] in his hand
npy- ‘73 -|‘7m ive) Si-o Nnw H E 15 Also thls is an evrl [to dlsgust one] Just as he came in,, so w111 he depart
I |
5DIJ’W 1’7 mn"-lm '[’7’ 12 xnw [so what proﬁt] [does he have] that he labors for the wind?

- |
sﬁgw Y9N3 TR 53 Di 1Y ﬂﬁ5 H E [6Besides, all his days,in darkness does he erit, worrying greatlykn sickness and resentment

1% 1"7m N30 oy = =
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H E

5:17 [Thus I did conclude]—thls [was understood by me]

[best it 1s] and ﬁttlng [for a man to eat] ([)\and as well to drink] and to enjoy the good thlngs

[he gains from all work] |[wherein he labors] [underneath the sun]

[in the small number] [of days of his hfe] that were given him by Godjfor this is his portlon

18 Indeed [unto every man)] to Whom was glven—[grven to him by God] fiches and property,
[to Whom God gave power] to eat thereof to partake of his portlon and be ha /ppy in his work—
[let him know thls] a gift from God italli 1s

19 For not unduly will he dwell [on the few days] of his hfe [because of the fact]

[that God keeps him busy], end of chapter melody] [and prov1des hlrjl] with joy in h1s helart.
Chapter 6

6:1 There is an eV1l {hat I have seeryunder the su\n \A grave one it is,for malln.

L P
2A man to whorn [is given to h1m]'[ granted to him by God|—[abundant riches],

Qs well as property and honor\ [so that there is not] a lack—[a need w1th1n his soul] |

of all [that he might have desne] [but he has not the mean>s] from God to [partake of 1t]

[because it happens that]@nother man—a strange J—enjro\ys it.

Th1s [indeed is Vanrty] \A grievous ill it 1s .

3 [If he should have]—a man—[even one hundred thldlen] [and if his years]

are many 1n his hfet1me [if great they are | mdeed [each living day of his years]

but his soul [is not corlltent] [with the good thlngs], if even b}rlal [is not grven] to hrr\m,
[this is what I then say]:better off than he)is a st]llbirth.

4For futile is its coming and in darkness it departs. In dajkness\its very name is enveloped.
5 Though the sun he has not seennor anythlng kngwn

\naches (fulfillment) has the latter,[more than the former],

. .. e . :
6 even [if the man had lived] a thousand years [or twice that], but gogdness never sa'\w.

[For is it not the cas&], that to one place,do both return.
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H E 6:7All the toil of a man,[is but for his mouth] yet his soul\s not fulﬁlled

H E §|[For 1ndeed] Wwhat advantage has the Wlse man, over the f(;ol‘?
-

[What of the poor rnan] [who knows how] to walkxthrough llfe?
H E 9 [Better too it 1s]¢he sight of the eyes,[than the wandering of the soul]

L
Even this is Van1ty and pursuit of w1|nd

H E 10 [Whatsoever happens] already has been grven a name.
——— A

It is kngwn that he i is but a rnfa\n. He cannot contend with one stronger,than he.
H _E 11 [True indeed it 1s_] \thlngs in excess/produce more futlllty [ What then is besjt] fora man‘7
H E 12 For [who can know] Swhat is good for a man [1n his hfe] [in those few days]

4
(hat he lives so vainly,, passrng like a sh;a\dowV And too, who can tlell a man

[end of chapter melody] What will take place after himy,under the s1|1n?

Chapter 7
H E 7:]1Better a good namgthan oil that is ﬁne Better [the day of death] than the day of b1rth

N
H E 7 [Better it is] to go [to a house of mournlng] than to go {10 a house of feastlng,
I

[by virture of the fact] that thzs is the end for all people The 11V1ng\should take it to heart
_H i 3Better feel grlejthan/laughter Qndeed a sad face \leads to gladness of heart
H E 4The he>art of the wrse is in the house of mourn1ng, The heart of the foobkn the house of laughrng.

e
H E 5[Itis surely better] to l1sten to the rebuke of a wise man,
N — I A
[than that a person] should l1stenQo the song of a fool
Ak 6 For like the crackhng of thorng under a kéttle i bs the laughter of fools This t(ﬁ) is Van1ty

H E 7 And oppres51ogmakes a fool of the wrrse man. Debased is the heart by a grft

I
H E §[Better it will be] the end of a mattey than is the beginning.
— )

Better a patient spirit/than a haughty one.

H E 9Don’t hasten in your sprrljto get angry Indeed anger —dn the bosom of foolsjabldes
.
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H E 7:10 [Do not askﬁ “How [is it] the>1t the daysf of dld were better days,than th,e\se?”
I — —
[Because in fact] not prompted by wisdom,do such questions come.
I
H E ]]1Goodis w1sdomJas a legacy, of great proﬁt@or those beholding the s1|1n
H E 12 [For it might be sa1d] the shelter of w1sdom is like the shelter of money.
I — A
What advantage is knowledge" W1sdom Jdmparts life to its (l)wner

H E 13 [Observe then] the Workmgs of God

—— —— J
For [who is 1t] that can [make stralght agam] that Wwhich God has made crooked?
I
H E l4 In the day of good fortune dwell in the good J{n the day of misfortune,, cons1der
- —
both the former and the latter were brought forth by God [in order that]

[there bef not| [found in God] [when asked by a man] [afterwardj] any fault

|
H E 15All this have I seenin my days that are ﬂeetmg [There is the] tzaddik (the righteous man)
— -

who d1es in his gorjodness [and there is the] rasha (the evil man) who endures [through his eV1l].
H E 16 [Do not be| a tzaddik excessrvely [Do not play the wise onj] too much
—— > A
[Why should you] be left desolate?
H E 17Do not play the rasha to exces s, —Yyes be not a fool Why should you diebefore your tilme?

H E 18 lBest it 1s that you grasp the one, [but of the other] don’t let g0 your hand
____ N |

\The one Who fears GodJ@oes his duty through both things.

4
H E 19 Wrsdom [gives more strength] to the WEG [than do ten| rulers\that are to be found in the c1ty.

B [
H E 20 For [among men]Qhere is none who is righteous,on earth—
. — A

one who does only good,and does not stray

r
H E 21 Also [to all of the words] that people say, do not take them to heart,
E — A

[in order that you]@o not hear your servanyrevﬂe you.
I

H E 22 [For mdeed] there have been many times,—this you know in your heart—
——— — A

you have yourself Jeviled others.

H E 23 All this I have tested with wisdom. I thought [I could become wisé], but itwas beyond me.
— 7 - A L -/ |
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H E 7.24 [Elusrve 1ndeed] [is that which occurs].Jt i 1s SO very deepj, who can fathom it?

_— - A I
E 25[Sol tumed about] [and I apphed] my m1nd to study and search out
= -

- .
\to look for wisdomyand for reasons to know w1ckedness and stupldlty, fojohshness and mzlldness.
H E ’
N — ‘What was also clear to me" b1tter [even more than death] 1s a woman:
’
[the one who is] [made of all snares] [and a hunting net] is her heart fetters are her hra\nds

e
[A man who is good] [—who stands] before God eludes her . but the srnful man]ks caught by her

H — E 27 Sedl Th1s [is what | found]—thus speaks Kohelet—Ktem by iteny in my search for relasons

28 [As for all these thlng\], further sought my soulJ, but 1t could not ﬁnd.

. AN
[If there was a man], it was o>ne in a thousand I found ‘A woman among thesg/ did I not ﬁnd

H E 29 But se that th1s [I did ﬁnd] [I came to know] [that when man was made] [—when God made]
B [the human belng] [God made him s1mple],

[end of chapter melodyl\but they have sought to make accounts;— {o reason unduly.

Chapter 8
_H —H Who is 11ke [a wise man],@nd who knows the 1nterpretat10n of th1ngs‘7
The wrsdom of a man brlghtens his face ;ithe sternness of his facg is transﬁl)rmed
_

4
H E 2[I say] [that the king’s command] [should be kept], [this you should do]
for the sake ©f your oath to God
H _3 [Do not be in haste] [to leave the presence] of the klng, [don’t take a stanjl]

using words speaking evil, [for indeed|, whatever he wants he can do:
L A & I

H E 4G; i i im,, © ing?]”
— _4 Since the word of the krngjhas authorlty. Who can say to him,, “[ What are you doing .l]

H E 5He who keeps his command will not know,a Word of evil.
. — A

Both t1me and Justlce are known@y the heart of wllsdom

For, the evil of man,weighs heavily upon h|1m.

H E ¢ And for each experlence there are both t1me and Jru\stlce
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MWR2 D MMWTID VT UPRTIT g 8:7\For no one can know | that which will bje]
r

7 T v i ——
v T [At the moment] that a th1ng is to happen [who is there]\that could tell him about it?

8925 mha VY oIR PR 0 - |
myan oPa lmz?l.” PRI e 8 Nor [is there for /a man | pgwer over the Wlnd to hold back the w1nd
U?Dﬁ'&?] | pn’m: ﬂU’ZED'D R [nor has he] power over the dlay of death. Jhere is no discharge from that wr]ar.
:1"29:;1'11&3 %] No dehverance by W1ckednessj[for the possesser thereof]

27708 1in R nl_-‘??-n;:_z Y H E 9[Al th1s] have I seeft, and appl1ed my héart [to observe every deed] that is doneunder the sun.
nnp AR WK nppn-H3y = = &

R A [Knowmg the tlmes] in wh1ch [there does rule] [one man |over another,\o do harm to him.
DIR7 VY WK ND Whwn 5 !

0
e : H E 10 [And along with all thls] [here is what | have seen|:‘wicked men brought to burial,
"TRT 12212017 977 07X e e
lU'l'fQ DipnRM ]N:;ll D’ﬁ;p D’ﬁWj [They had often come] to the makom kadosh (the holy place) and profaned it.

WD WK w3 qn;g@u D%’U? But forgotten in the c1ty were those [who did rlghteously] This too 1S Van1ty,
NYLITPR TR KR zuﬂ ar'ed HOE 111In that [they do not carry out] the sentence@or acts of wrongdomgjpromptly
13750 MR AP Aipun Dins T
nivy? 0pa oIRA™I3 27 RN

nRD Y7 APY KON WK 20 1P
WX IR DTIVD3 7D 1:? TN s 12 [If there be] [a sinful man] who does [an evil deed] [a hundred t1mes] and prolonged are his days

qUR 05K R B >[even so] it is known by me [that it w1ll] be well [for those who fear]| God

Y N
[ And this provides the reason| [why so fully set] [are the hearts] [of the sons of me&]

[within them]ko do elvil

Tl]ﬂ?'&'? Aoy » :1’;5’?7_3 IR for those who have awe,in God’s presence. i
. Ve H -T T' : :k' L f |
TR SA}ZD oY TIR? NL” Y @Jj’? H E 13 But well it shall not be [for the wicked man] nor shall he prolong his days),

vy 185 L ERL) — E—
‘D n'm JDL)? N?f UJ 8 [that are like a shadow] [owing to the fact] that he has no feay, yn the presence of God
PIRDTOD Nwp1 WK OATY T A

T Voo g s H E 1[4 [Here is a vain thing], that [takes place] on the earth: [it can happen that |there are [r1ghteous men]
el /e lpie FRVAN [ S—
WM Owna Auns Dby of whom [it is requ1ted] them for the deeds of the wrcked [and there are] [w1cked men]

HW,UDD D:‘lé‘& nuzﬁw" D’,UWW of whom it is requ1ted them,for the deeds of the r1ghteous [To this I say],Qt is all Vamty
[ et T e TToe ;
Lf'nﬂ DAY MARDKR DI H E 15 [Therefore pra1sed] by me was szmchah (en; oyment) since there [is nothing better] for a maf

—— N >

TR MNRWITNR "R HNAYI 10 under the sun{han to eat and to drink,and be merry [ These things will indeed|

3 WnWn nnp bR, 210K
i) M) M) Y7 DN
1?-lné-ng ]’,’Il ’p’ 15?’3?; qu?’ Kohelet - w. audio, English & Hebrew w. tropes.odt pg. 14 of 20
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attend him [in his labor] [through the days] [of his l1fe] that are granted him by God,wunder the sun.
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I'II_JJ'[? ”;:‘7'11:3 NNl 1\2]&3 O H E R:16 [WhenI appl&ed my heart to [know w1sd0m]
I

TR IV mbﬁ'ﬂ nn3 n and to observe all the busmess{hat goes onyin the wgrld—
oL ve - i -
m RN P_‘?m ‘7;4] TIW.UJ [for just as] by day, [1t happens by nlght] [that in fact slumber] by my /yes are not seen.
IRT APR PIPA NIY NP9 !
H E [7[And]I percelved] [all the worklngs] of God: [that 1ndeed] ‘it is not poss1ble [for a man]
uﬁ‘vm nvpn- '7: NROVRN D e

N]RD'? D'r K71 27:1, N5 o to fathont the events, the acts that are done [under the sun]
Q
I WK -|wy73-| jghy [for the reason that] although [he laborss] [a man struggles har&]—[to seek it ouﬁ],
z7?311’ 'IWN 5W3 WDW'I nnn he fails [to find them out]. Even if it be c12>umed by a sagef| [that he knows it],
L

od1 Ry x’ﬂ wv:% OIRD
52 N‘y m_r_r'g bonn PNTOR
i

27708 My nfoaTnR A R © N . .
DRMIRN 1@8 nr-%;-n& jq;‘ﬂ H E 0:] And [for all these things], [I laid it up]in my heart, [thus to make clear] all this:

A
[end of chapter melody],¢ven he will not be able, [to find out what it means].

Chapter 9

. T 4

D’D5Nﬂ T3 D731 02N [that in fact] [even righteous men] [people who are w1se\]—the1r Wj)rks are in the hands of G(H)\d
1) . - oy ya - f
DTV PR ARIWTDI NANKRT0A [ Whether there be love] [or Whether there be hate] [it is not] known by man.

wus'v ’mw mp iy

mxmvu‘v:‘mwm‘a:w: H E 2[All thi deed). alike [t 3 ‘their fat to the right d to the wicked.
7]?‘9‘?1 :1@‘? y]yj:?] 7’j¥:_7 — [ 1ngs indee ] a1 ( [ 0 everyone eir fate is 01’16 0 erlg eous and to the wicke

[All of their causeﬁ] precede him.

nat urN WWNLH I'IJTtﬂ ND’O'W to the good to the clean and to the unclean
TWRD PAWIN ROAD 250 [to those who offer sacnﬁce] [and to those who do nojt] offer sfa\cnﬁce
[ T ¢ - K = _. { _ .l
IR AW As to the good, so to the s1nner, [to him who swears an oath] [as to him]who fears an olath.
Y. - . . - * .
:71709 ':g;m R 533 18 .| ﬂT 2 " E3 [Thus it truly 1s]| [an evil there is indeed] in e>111 that is done/under the sun:
17 031 727 TR APNRTD WNW ) - Q -
e NN T, there is but one fate for everyone. [This is why] the heart [of the sons of men] [is full of mahce].
ni72im Y RoD DIRA™13 A -

PR D':l”ﬂ:l b:l:bj There is ma;dness in their hearts [while they do hve] [after whch] [they go to the dead]

2 R ‘N g .0 5& H E 4 For hini who wlould be Jomed@ all the 11V1ng there i is indeed hope:
rinva v ornn z7:) 58 13]’1’ - _A dog that is allve_/[ls surely better off] than a 119n that is dead. 4
TR 210 w7 322572 > |
NN
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H E 9:5[For at least] [those who are ahve] know [that they will die].
| —§ | ANe

[But as for the dead] ,[they surely do not] know [anything at all].
[There is not left] to thern/ any recompense, because forgotten,is their mernory.

H E 6 Also [the1r loves] ,Jand as well their hatreds] and their Jealou51es have already perlshed
—
[Indeed a portlon] [they no longer] have on the earth An that which is don ¢ under the s1|1n

H E 7Goand cat with j Joy your bread Drink with a glad heart your wine.
- - A
Because already@pproved by God,are your deeds

H E §[Andso atall tlmesl]\let your clothes be wh1te May 011 \on your head not be lacking.
=== [
H E 9/And spend your hfe with the w[rfe [that you love] all the days of your life that is ﬂeetlng,
— — -
[that God gave] to you under the sun all your days of futlhty,

/.
[for)\ 1ndeed] thrs is your portlonfrn life, and in your labor\n which you toil ,under the s1|1n.

H E 10 [Whatsoever work]| [there may be] [that is found] [by your hand]
1 ==
doing which—is within your powers,: (}8 it. [Because indeed| [there i§ no| domg, or plannlng,

learnrng or wrsdom [1n the grave—in Sheol] (the place to which you,are going.

0
H E 11 [I came back to thls] I saw that [under the sun] [it is not the case] ‘that to the swrft goes the race\,
I .

[nor is it the case] that to [the valiant goes the battle] not to the wise goes the bread
e
[nor is it true] [that to the] 1ntelhgent go the rrches
[and as is also true],,not Just to the learned, comes favor.For a time of mischance,\comes to all.
¢ ¢ 9 |

) o v . . Lo
H E 12 [Since this it is that we do know |— [th1s indeed is true] Tt is not known by man’

|
[when his time will come] Just as ﬁsh that are caught ina net that is treacherous

[just as the b1rds] are trapped ina snire [in the same way] are entrapped the chlldren of men

in the day of nnsfortune [when it comes upon thern] without wallrnrng
_

H E 13[And something else] ] have seen this w1sdornjunder the sun.\Great did this seem,to me:
——— A N I
H E 14 There was a small c1ty The people inside it,were few. [One day there came upon it] a klng'
I — A
[a great krng]—who proceeded fo surround it,\and built up against it

it great s1|egeworks.
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H E 9:15 There was found [inside the tow H] a man who was poor/but wise. \And he saved the citx

with his wisdom. But people d1d not remember, this man—this poor man—afterward
A A J

H E 16 Thus was noted by mé: Better is wisdom,than valor
= 7
The wisdom [of a poor man] is scorned. His wgrdsgre not heeded

>

H E 17 The words of the wise spoken qu1etly are heard more than the cry of a klngjover fools.
= — L

H E 13 Better is wisdom than weapons of war.
— R - A~
But one mistake [end of chapter melody] [can indeed bring to ruin]\rnuch that is golod.
Chapter 10
H

E 10:1 Dead ﬂreS@ake putrid and fetid the orl of the perfumer
I —
[Thus is outwelghed] wisdom and honor @y a bit of folly

H E 2The heart [of a wise manf] [leads him toward the rlght], the heart of a fool,toward the left
N |

H E 3 [Even on the road] when the fool is walking his m1nd is not present
—— =
Jhus he announces to everyoneJthat a fool he i e is.

H E 4]fthe sprrrt of the ruler rises up [against you] from your place [you should not budgg}
since ma1nta1n1ng composure egses,grave offences

H L] |
— J L

H E 6 Placed 1s folly on herghts greatly esteemed, [while men of wealth |the low places are tak1ng
— — A

H
—

H E 8Upon digging a pit,, 1ns1de it one falls After breach1ng a wall,\one is bitten by a snake
LB

H E 9[He who quarr1es] stones will be hurt therewith..He who splits woodis endangered thereby
- - A

H E 10If blunt [should be an ax]—rf one 1ts edge has not honed—more streJngth must one exg\rt

Jhe advantage that brings success is wlrsdom.

H E ]1Jf the snake bites, before the snake-charmer acts],

—1 . N

it brrngs no advantage to have [a master charmer].
- I
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H E 10:12Words from the lips of a wise man,bring favor, but the lips of a fool,bring ruin
 E——
H E 13n the beginning the words from his lips are foolishness
— A
but the conclus1on [of his talk] is madness altogether

/.
H E 14 The fool multiplies words. Not known by a man is what is to be.
—— — A 2

As to What] [will take place] [after him], who,¢ kould adv1se hilm?

H E 15The exertions of a fool,[wear him out], until he does not know,\how to get to a town
— —

H E 16 [Woe to you] O land whose king isa child and whose ministers,in the morning are feasting.
o J I

H E 17 But blessed is the land whose klng is nobly born
whose ministers [at the proper time] do dine w1th restraBnt@nd not through drllinkenness.

H E 18 Through laziness [appears a sag] in the ceiling.
—— —
Jhrough slackened handsj@ppears a leak in the house

H E 19 For revelry they make a banquet With wbne they bring gladness to life
s B
But MOoney answers all needs

H E 20 Even [in your thoughts] a king [do not reV1le]
I E—

/ o
Even while i in your bédroom [do not curse] the rj\ch For a b1rd of the air may carry your voice.

[end of chapter melody] A creature with wings,w w1ll broadcast your words.
I

Chapter 11

H E ]]:1Castyour bread,on the face of the waters,since after many days,[you will find it].
— A [

H E 2@ive a portion to seven,, or even to elght

>Indeed you do not know what eV1l w1ll occuryon the elarth

H E 3Iffilled are the clouds with rain on the earth they will pour down.
— —
If [there should fall a tree] to the south or to the north,
- 3 J L A
[in that very place] that falls the treg .there it shall lie.

H E 4Qne who watches the wind,will never sow. One who stares at the clouds,will never reap.
L —| ~
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H E 11:5[Justas you] [do surely not] know'the way of the wihd,
- > I
or how the bgnes [grow in the womb] [of a pregnant woman\]
[in the same way] [you cannot] know the worklngs of God, the One who makes itall happen
H

E 6 In the mornmg sow your seed in the evening do not hold back your hand.
— = - A
[For indeed],"you surely do not know® whchh %ct will succeed, the one or the other,

\or if the two are equally, good.

H E 7 Sweet is the hght It is good to the eyes\to see the sun.
—— I
H E 8 [For in fact] 1f the ygars [are many in number]\n the life of a man,,[let him all of them] enjoy:
| ——§ |
Let him remember the days of darkness,@f Wthh many there will be,.Yet it all will be ﬂeetmg
H E 9 Rejolce [young man] [in your youthful years] Make glad your heart in the days of your chlldhood
|
And walk in the path of your héart and in the s /ght of your eyes [But this you must know]
[that in fact] [for all these thmg\ \you will be brought by GothO Judgment
H E 10 [Do away w1th] Vexatron/[from your heart] aand put away evil from your ﬂesh

[end of chapter melody] \E or childhood and all the black hair of youth,—[all will be ﬂeetmg].
I

Chapter 12

H E 12:1So remember your creator in the da ays of your youth
I 4
unt11 a t1me should come, that the days are dlfﬁcult and the years arrive in wh1ch you say,

“There 1s nothing in them for m Jthat gives pleasure

H E 2 [Whlle the time 1is still here] in which not darkened is the sun and the hght
— —
nor the moon and the stHa\rs, when not yet return the cloudsjafter the ram.

4 :
H E 3 [Inthe day] [when the arms tremble]: “the kel_epers of the house”; [when the legs stoop]:
’ .

“The men of \H/alor”; when ceases [the grinding mill] (the teeth) s%nce [the grinders are few],

\and grown dim are those that gaze,through the windows (the elyes).
I
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H

E 12:4 And clgsed are the doors'to the street (the e:ars), [when one rises up/] at the sound of a b:lrd,

[and brought low|\are all the daughters of sc|>ng

_H _ES énd when helghts cause one fear/ as does terror on the road when blossoms [the almond tree]
[and heavy with food] is the grasshopper [and again there buds] [the caper bush]
[while sets out] a ma for h1s home everlastlng,@nd going about in the streetsjare m(l)urners
H E 6[Do 1t] before is snapped the cord of silver and is shattered the bowl made of gold
— _and is broken the jug {at the sprmg, and crushed is the whee], at the well
_H E 7 [Then all will return] [as dust, it return&] [into the earth] [as once it emerged]
and the lifebreath returns unto God ithe One who bestowed it.
_H _E8 [Futile th all 1s] [and emptmess] J'hus speaks Koheley @11 of it is futlle
H E 9[And one further word]: \Because Koheletywas a sage contmually [he taught knowledge] to the people
- He pondered [and sought out] [and arrangej] roverbs in great nlllmbers.
_H E 10 And sought Kohélet to dlsccjver [words of dehght]
\and recorded straightforwardly,, words of tnllth.
H

E 11 The saying of the wisefare like spurs—ike nails implanted,—by the masters asse\mbled,
[all transmitted] by the ro’eh echad: [the one shepherd].

I I
E 12 And furthermore of these things,, [my son, do glve] heed

H
- of wr1t1ng books in great numbers there i is 1o énd. Jo study excessively @akes weary the b(l)dy.
H E 13,The end of the matter , with all said and done:
— — A
God should be feared and His commandments obsérved: [for this it 1Js] [that makes the whole marll].
L
H E 14 Slnce [all of the deeds] [God H1mse1f_| will bring to judgment,, even all that is hrdden
_— —
[end of chapter melody if not repeating 13] [whether it be of good|, [or whether of G|DV11].
J
H

s
E 13 repeated The end of the mattey, with all said and doHr\le: Go>d should be feared,

and His commandments obsérved: [end of chapter melody] [for this it ijs] [that makes the whole man].
I
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Len Fellman’s English readings with tropes

The purpose of this project isto translate THE SONG OF THE TORAH into English.

| work by comparing as many as ten English translations of a pasuk and creating a cantillated English sentence that sounds as much as
possible like the Hebrew. They follow the Hebrew as closely as possible, word for word and trope by trope. The English language has an amazing
flexibility, making it possible to make the English word order match that of the Hebrew quite well, allowing for some “poetic licence”, and some
willingness on the part of the listener to be “carried” by the melody more than by the English syntax. The translation needs to sound good when

chanted, but not necessarily when spoken or read.

Unlike most tranglations, these “transtropilations” are not intended to be a substitute for the Hebrew. On the contrary, they are meant to
provide a “window” into the Hebrew text and its musical expression. My ideal listener knows enough Hebrew and has enough interest to follow the
Hebrew in abilingual text while the leyner is chanting the English version, to bring the Hebrew text to life, both verbally and musically. For this
purpose | use exactly the same tropes in the English as in the Hebrew (almost always on the corresponding English word).

The texts can be used to do consecutivetrangation, i.e. leyning a phrase in Hebrew, followed by the corresponding phrase sung in English.
Some of my recordings demonstrate this. | do this frequently when leyning for groups that either know little Hebrew, or that don’t have a chumash in
front of them.

| favor literal trandlations (e.g. “cut a covenant”) to call attention to Hebrew idioms, and towards simpler (even if less accurate) words (e.g. Ex.
12:7 “beam above the door” rather than “lintel”) to be easier to follow. If my readings provoke a discussion of the Hebrew, | consider that as justification
for using less-than-idiomatic English. | try to find just the right balance between “literalness” and “listenable-ness”. A primary goal is throwing light
on the Hebrew syntax.

In order to adapt the trope symbolsto aleft-to-right language like English, | reversed the direction of the trope symbols:
N Q
mercha tipcha munach te\d r mapakh or yetiv kaﬁma or pashta geresh gershaﬁ\ m telisha katanap telishagedola
N\ J L : >

(Generally speaking the conjunctive tropes such as mercha, munach, mapakh, kadma, and telisha katana “lean toward” the words they “conjoin” to, while the
digunctive tropes such as tipcha, geresh, gershayim, and telisha gedola “lean away” from the words that follow, so as to create a sense of separation.)

The trope symbol is normally placed under the accented syllable, unlessit is apre-positive accent (telisha gedola, placed at the beginning of the word
or phrase) or a post-positive one (telisha katana or pashta, placed at the end of the word or phrase).

The Hebrew text frequently puts a makkeph (which islike a hyphen) between words in order to treat them as a single word to be chanted. |
use adifferent system for English: If an entire English phraseisto be chanted to a single trope melody, | place it between grey brackets, asin this
phrase from the Book of Lamentations:

[clingsto her skirt§]

The leyner isinvited to fit this phrase to the Eicha “rivi’i” melody in whatever way seems most natural.
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Asavariant of the “grey bracket” device, | indicate pairs of tropes by “wrapping them around” the phrase which have the combined melody:

merchaltipcha  kadmal/geresh (or: azla, etc.) mercha siluk
\Renew our days, ”She weeps bitterly> afire-offering to Gcl)d

Again, the leyner should decide on the most natural way to fit the phrase to the combined trope melody.

I put words in gray which I consider essential but which don’t strictly match the Hebrew. I also “pad” some phrases with extra words in gray
to fill out amusical phrase nicely. Different trope systems vary widely in the length of the musical phrase used, so the words in gray may or not be
used depending on the leyner’s cantillation system. In particular, the tropes telisha g’dola (), legarmeh, metigah-zakef, and pazer vary widely in the
muscial phrases used for chanting. (And please indulge me in my whimsical treatments of shalshelet.)

“Metigah-zakef”is a specia trope combination which can be recognized by a kadma and a zakef katon appearing on the same Hebrew word
(again, amakkeph makes two words into one). (There are several examplesin Genesis 18 & 19, beginning with 18:16). | indicate this by placing the
corresponding English phrasein grey brackets: p .
Take heed—take care for yourself

In some trope systems (viz. cantor Moshe Haschel in “Navigating the Bible 11”) this is given a distinctive melody—I add extra syllablesto fill out

the musical phrase (as in “take care” in this example). Haschel’s system also chants the trope munach as legarmeh more often than other systems do.
| don’t write a single word of transation without first hearing the melody of the phrase in my mind, following one of two trope systems:

The one by Portnoy and Wolff (The Art of Cantillation) or the one by Joshua R. Jacobson (Chanting the Hebrew Bible).

| transcribe the name as YHwWH (in small caps). | amost always chant this as yud-hey-vav-hey, which | have discovered fits marveloudly into
severa of the trope melodies. But of course the leyner can choose to pronounce it as “God” or “Adonai”.

Warning on the Hebrew text: The text | use for the English trope system is from Aryeh Kaplan; the Hebrew text | display is from Wikisource.
Occasionally (but rarely) a phrase will use different tropes in the two systems.

The English trandations | mostly use (besides several scholarly commentaries) are the following:

Aryeh Kaplan, “The Living Torah’ (1981) (also my source for proper names & transliterations)

Richard Elliott Friedman, “The Bible With Sources Revealed’ (2003)

Everett Fox, ‘The Five Books of Moses’ (1997)

The Stone Edition ‘Tanach’ (1996)

JPS “Hebrew-English Tanach’, (2™ Ed. 2000), along with Orlinsky, ‘Notes on the New Translation of the Torah’ (1969)
Robert Alter, ‘The Five Books of Moses’ (2004)

Commentariesin the *Anchor Bible” series

Rotherham, The Emphasized Bible (1902)

The Jerusalem Bible (1966) (also my source for topic headings)

The New King James Bible (1982)
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